


The solutions being discussed by the UN
Climate Conference continue to allow big
energy consumers to pollute with impunity
while paying others to implement projects
supposed to capture carbon. They do not
address the huge social and ecological debt
owed by the industrialized countries to the
countries of the Global South. The current
food system is responsible for over 32% of
the greenhouse gas emissions. At the same
time the practices of agri-businesses make
millions of small farmers lose their lands
and livelihoods. It is unfair to use the
benefits that small farmers provide to the
environment as an excuse to keep polluting
as usual.

In the South forests are cut down and
peasants are cleared from their lands so vast
monocultures can be planted in order to
produce soy, maize and palm to feed
European livestock. In factory farms in
Europe, overfed animals produce methane
and waste, using huge amounts of energy.

The key issue is the concentration
of power into the hands of a few
powerful profit-driven corpora-
tions which are trying to dominate

the world's food production and distribution
systems. This imbalance has been created
through food and agriculture policies which
promote trade liberalisation and the globa-
lisation of the food economy for the profit of
the few.

We want to transform the current damaging
and highly exploitative food system, and
create a pattern of food production based on
the needs and rights of local communities
rather than exploitation and greed.

Small scale sustainable farming remains the
best way to combat hunger, malnutrition and
the current food and climate crises, while
native seeds provide the capacity to adapt to
the climatic changes already upon us

The UNFCCC has failed to question the current
economic model based on
infinite growth on a finite
planet - We do not expect
solutions from those who
created the problems in
the first place.


